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CONTEXT: Global estimates suggest that 1 billion children are exposed to violence each year. 

Violence has life-long consequences for children and significant negative impacts on the 

societies in which they live. The Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS) are nationally 

representative surveys of male and female youth ages 13-24, designed to measure the burden of 

sexual, physical, and emotional violence experienced in childhood and adolescence. As of 2019, 

24 countries implemented or are in the process of implementing a VACS, covering over 10% of 

the world’s child population. Since the first article using VACS data from Swaziland was 

published in 2009, several peer-reviewed articles have been published on the VACS. However, 

no publications to date have analyzed the breadth of the work and analyzed how the data are 

represented in the peer-reviewed literature. 

 

METHODS: In this study we conducted a literature review of all peer-reviewed research which 

used VACS data or discussed the implementation and methodology of the VACS. Between 2009 

and July 2020, 51 peer-reviewed articles using VACS data from 12 countries were published.  

 

FINDINGS: Findings reveal that boys are under-represented in the VACS literature. Only two 

studies specifically focused on boys/young men, while 14 studies focused only on violence 

against girls. Emotional and physical violence are under-represented in the literature. Sixteen 

publications specifically focused on sexual violence, while two studies focused on physical 

violence, and three studies focused on emotional violence. Lastly, 50.9% of the peer-reviewed 

articles (26 of the 51) were first authored by someone at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.  

 

CONCLUSION: Through a review of the peer-reviewed literature on the VACS we identified 

gaps in the use of the data and the need for additional research on violence against boys, on 

physical and emotional violence, as well poly-victimization, and the need for greater diversity in 

authorship. The VACS provide an unprecedented amount of information on the prevalence and 

past-year incidence of violence against children. There is an opportunity to more effectively use 

this data to build the global knowledge base and end all forms of violence against all children 

everywhere.  

 

 

Source of Funding: This study was funded by the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) under the Health Evaluation and Applied Research Development 

(HEARD), Cooperative Agreement No. AID-OAA-A-17-00002. 

 

 

  

 

 



For additional information  

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2020/ih.htm 

 

 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the session participants will be able to describe the status of 

the peer-reviewed literature on the Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS).  

 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the session participants will be able to identify gaps in the 

VACS literature and areas in need of additional research.  

 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the session participants will be able to discuss the 

importance of using VACS data to describe violence against boys, physical and emotional 

violence, as well as poly-victimization, and the need for greater diversity in authorship. 
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